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IN REPLY REFER TO

Mr David ® Sirnonson
Assistant Manager

for Ervironme»tal Managemert
U S8 Deparument of Energy
Rocky Flats Offace
Gclder CO B80402-0928

Deax> Mr S_monson

The U § Fish and wWildlife Service (Service) ras rev_ewed the
document entitled Endangered Spec:es Act Compliance Proposed
South Interceptor Ditch (SID) Mzinterance ®roject Final
Biological Survey Report submitted by the U § Department of
Energy (Energv) Rocky Flats Office Golder CO The Serv.ce
£i~@ds the siLbjec< cocument to be adequately compilea and
corsistent witn the recuirements and ntent of Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act (16 U S € 1531 et seq ) and offers the
following comments and recommenaations

“ror the subject cocument we Lncerstand that plan—ed maintenance
cf whe South Irterceptor D.tch (Ditch) will take place 1n two
Prases Tre mear-term pnase co"s.sts o0f burn.ng existing
vegetat_on within the chennel ¢f the Ditch to inmprcocve flow rate
e seccd prase of work woll .nvclve excavation anc credging of
Tne cranrel to return the vydrody-amics of the Ditch to its
cr_gimal ces_g~ capacity THe rev.ew prov.ded nere epplies to
onlv the burning prase ol the work

We offer the fcllowing specific comment for your cons-geration

- Section 5.1 Direct Impacts. p 7. 93 states Excaveation of

the charnel and re-bullding of control structures will
result i1 the total destruction of zall habatats along the
length ¢£ the SID cramne- Because saim.lar haoitat is
available .n the immediate vicin.ty 1loss of thils particular
habitat is not anticipated to rave arv lorg-term cirect
irpact on spec-es that curremtly utilize it
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Existing wetland Mabitat values in the area within the channel of
the Ditch and exasting transitional habitat from wetland to
upland values adjacent to the Ditch have been enhanced by
sedimentat_on and ensuing natural succession of vegetation Loss
of those hab:tat values in particular because they occur on a
south aspect slope may affect opportunities for endangered
speciles The Service recommends that future endangered species
evaluations address the sum of lost habitat values that may be
adversely impacted by eventual phases of work on the Ditch and
for all other planned/pending remedial and cleanup work in the
881 Hillside &area

Based on the data presented the Service does not oppose the plan
by Energy for maintenance burring of vegetation with.n the
confines of the South Interceptor D.tch channel The Service
concurs with the determination by Tnergy that burning the Ditch
as outlined in the document does not result in a "may affect”
determination for currently listed endangered specres and Specles
of Concern as defined in the subject document However the
Service requests that Energy contact us about potential
endangered species concerns for subsegquent phases of this project
ard other remedial/cleanup actions under consideration for the
81 Fillsigde

Piease call John Wegrzyn or Andrew Archuleta at (303) 231-5280 if
vyou have questioms or require further assistance Thank you

Sincerely
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LeRoy W Carlson
Colorado State Supervisor
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